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bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŀōŀƭƻƴŜ ŦƛǎƘŜǊȅ 

Blackfoot abalone (paua) ς Haliotis iris 



bŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŀōŀƭƻƴŜ ŦƛǎƘŜǊȅ 

ÅCurrent production: 705 t 
(TACC is 921 t) 

ÅOne of the last remaining 
wild abalone fisheries 

ÅQuota Management 
System 
ÅCatch set over 7 regional 

management areas 

ÅMinimum legal size 
(125mm) 

ÅFree dive fishery 
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1.  INTRODUCTION 
 

Quantitative stock assessments are available for PAU 4, 5A, 5B, 5D and 7 and these are given 

separately. 

 

1.1 Commercial fisher ies 

Paua inhabit shallow waters (generally less than 6 m) off the coastline of New Zealand. The 

commercial fishery for paua dates from the mid-1940s, when shell was marketed and the meat 

generally discarded. Both meat and shell were sold from the late 1950s. Since the 1986 87 fishing 

season, the fishery has been managed with an individual transferable quota system and a total 

allowable commercial catch (TACC) for each of eight Quota Management Areas. Total reported 

landings of paua and TACCs are shown in Table 1, while Figure 1 shows the historical landings and 

TACC for the main PAU stocks. 
  

Fishers gather paua by hand while free diving (use of underwater breathing apparatus is not permitted). 

Most of the catch is from the Wairarapa coast southwards: the major fishing areas are in the South 

Island (PAU 7), Stewart Island (PAU 5) and the Chatham Islands (PAU 4). Virtually the entire 

commercial fishery is for the black-footed paua, Haliotis iris, with a minimum legal size for harvesting 

of 125 mm shell length. The yellow-footed paua, H. australis is less abundant than H. iris and is caught 

only in small quantities; it has a minimum legal size of 80 mm. Catch statistics include H. iris and 

H. australis. 
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Wild harvest 
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Other Challenges: 
 

ÅIncreasing recreational effort 

 

ÅEnvironmental stressors 

ÅIncreasing SST 

ÅOcean acidification  

ÅSedimentation  
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Management 
 
Å Government (Fisheries New Zealand / MPI) 
ÅCatch limits and MLS 
 

Å The Paua Industry Council  
ÅAdministrative, legal, policy and management support to quota owners 
 

Å PauaMACs 
ÅRegional management bodies 



External fertilization 

The paua life cycle 


