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Thursdays 1-2:30 pm   •  March 14-May 30, 2019

Temple Beth Sholom, 1050 S. Tuttle Ave., Sarasota 
 

Call 941-309-5111 or go to www.OLLIatRinglingCollege.org

OLLI AT RINGLING COLLEGE PRESENTS

A 12-session series featuring 

women whose innovations and 

accomplishments, locally and 

globally, are having an impact 

and influencing lives.
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“Listening to Women” is a 12-session series on Thursdays 
at 1 pm from March 14 to May 30. These sessions feature 
women whose innovations and accomplishments, locally 
and globally, are having an impact and influencing lives. 
Each week we will meet women who are driven by a cause 
and who have the passion and determination to have 
achieved outstanding success in a variety of fields.

ALL 12 SESSIONS: March 14-May 30 
$190: Silver/Gold members/General Admission

FIRST SIX SESSIONS: March: 14, 21, 28; April: 4, 11, 18
$100: All six sessions: Silver/Gold members/General Admission 
$30 each: Individual session(s) Silver Member/General Admission      
$27 each: Individual session(s) Gold Member

SECOND SIX SESSIONS: April: 25; May 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
$100: All six sessions: Silver/Gold members/General Admission 
$30 each: Individual session(s) Silver Member/General Admission 
$27 each: Individual session(s) Gold Member

To register or for more information, call 941-309-5111 
or go to www.OLLIatRinglingCollege.org
Temple Beth Sholom, 1050 S. Tuttle Ave., Sarasota

SERIES FEES THE LISTENING TO WOMEN TEAM  

Holly Freedman, Team Leader 

Julie Cotton

Vicki Eckl

Louise Gallagher

Bev Harms

Andrea Nierenberg 

Susan Samelson

Tobie van der Vorm

Bonnie Wagner  

MARCH 14: “My Story: Breaking Barriers in Classical Music” with Ann Hobson Pilot 
MARCH 21: “Women Writers – Literature’s Warriors” with Diane Browne-Sterdt and Tanner Saxon 
MARCH 28: “Visionary Women of the Avant-Garde” with Anne-Marie Russell 
APRIL 4: “Judy Chicago: Feminist Artist Speaking for Women” with Judith Levine  
APRIL 11: “The Film Industry Through Women’s Eyes” with Terry Brackett and Amy Adrion 
APRIL 18: “My Journey as a Woman in Science: A Career Filled with Opportunities and Challenges” 
with Dr. Kevan Main 
APRIL 25: “Women Entrepreneurs Share Their Wisdom, Challenges, and Successes”  
with Judy Rosemarin, Georgia Court, Eileen Hampshire, and April Glasco Jones 
MAY 2: “Women in the Media: Journalists Share their Stories”  
with Mary Braxton-Joseph, Chris Serio Martin, and Sheila Rue 
MAY 9: “Inspiring Girls Through the Power of Sports” with Beth Green and Christina Unkel 
MAY 16: “Women Civic Intellectuals in Latin America: From Readers to Writers to Policymakers” 
with Sonia Labrador-Rodríguez 
MAY 23: “Inherently Strong: The Role of Female Biologists in Facing Global Biodiversity Challenges” 
with Dr. Emily Saarinen 
MAY 30: “Listening to Our Mothers: Mary Shelley’s Maternal Ghost” with Miriam L. Wallace

L I S T E N I N G  T O  W O M E N
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MARCH 14 
My Story: Breaking Barriers in Classical Music  
Ann Hobson Pilot, the first African-American woman to hold a principal 
position with a major orchestra, talks about how she reached the pinnacle 
of her career in spite of the obstacles and prejudices that she faced.  
Ann will discuss how she uses her lifetime experience to teach young 
people how to navigate their way in classical music. Issues of racial,  
ethnic, and gender diversity in the orchestral field will be discussed  
in an interview with her husband, Prentice Pilot, a bassist and the former 
Director of Music for the City of Boston. 
 

Ann Hobson Pilot retired in 2009 after 40 years  
as the principal harpist with the National Symphony  
and the Boston Symphony Orchestra. Ann is a 
graduate of the Cleveland Institute of Music, where 
she gave the commencement address and received 
an honorary doctorate in 2018. She retired from the 
faculties of Boston University and New England 
Conservatory but continues to teach students at the 
Tanglewood Institute (MA) each summer. 

 
MARCH 21 
Women Writers – Literature’s Warriors  
Women’s literature has given a voice to the folk stories, memories,  
personal narratives, and dreams that were discouraged—even silenced—for 
so long in the publishing realm. It took two centuries for women writers 
to find a way to illuminate their experiences and their literary art for 
themselves and for their readers. Diane Browne-Sterdt and Tanner Saxon 
will discuss the history of literature written by women from the 19th century 
to the present. They will focus on their personal favorites: Edith Wharton, 
Willa Cather, Zora Neale Hurston, Alice Munro, and Zadie Smith. 
 

Diane Browne-Sterdt earned a bachelor’s in 
psychology from Temple University (PA) and a 
master’s in clinical educational psychology at the 
University of Rhode Island. After spending 34  
years as a school psychologist, Diane taught a  
short story course at the Center for Lifetime Studies at 
Marist College (NY) for 11 years.

 
Tanner Saxon majored in early childhood education 
at Columbia College and the University of South 
Carolina. She worked in Special Education at the 
Babcock Center and then the Head Start program in 
Columbia, SC During a teaching layoff and program 
restructuring, she began a second career in retail sales 
and management with the J. B. White Co. After a 1994 
relocation to Sarasota , she trained in health care as a 
medical assistant in both the public and private sector.  
She has been a  voracious reader since age four.

MARCH 28
Visionary Women of the Avant-Garde 
This session will discuss the pioneering and visionary women behind 
many avant-garde art institutions of the 20th century. During eras 
where women were prevented from full participation in society, a 
remarkable number of female leaders executed what might have 
been considered impossible feats by realizing exhibitions, creating 
institutions, and championing innovation. Viewed through an 
intersectional lens, Anne-Marie Russell will examine the role of women 
in the rise of the avant-garde from the 1920s to present.
 

Anne-Marie Russell holds a master in art history 
from the University of Arizona and a bachelor 
in cultural anthropology from the University 
of Colorado, Boulder. She designed, taught, 
and administered a Master of Arts program 
in connoisseurship and art market studies at 
Christie’s Auction House, and is an award-winning 
documentary filmmaker. Previously Executive 
Director and Chief Curator of the Museum of 
Contemporary Art in Tucson, she is currently 
Executive Director of the Sarasota Museum of Art. 

 
APRIL 4 
Judy Chicago: Feminist Artist Speaking for Women  
Judith Levine will examine the work of the American feminist artist, 
Judy Chicago. Levine and Chicago attended art schools at the same 
time and infused their art with experiences of being a woman and 
shared the same determination to challenge the status quo. Chicago 
became a leading figure in feminist art for her art collaborative 
project “The Dinner Party.” This installation tells the history of women 
in Western Civilization. It has been shown around the world and is 
considered by many to be Chicago’s greatest work. But, for many  
years she was shunned for this imagery being too sexually explicit.  
We will examine Chicago’s commitment to create art from a female 
point of view. 
 

Judith Levine has a bachelor’s in art and art 
education, and a master’s in visual arts from 
Montclair State University (NJ), where she was on 
the art education faculty. She has photographed 
the art of Tibet, West Africa, Egypt, and Indonesia. 
She creates limited-edition jewelry and owns 
Phoenix Art Workshops, which provides art talks 
and workshops.
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APRIL 25 
Women Entrepreneurs Share Their Wisdom,  
Challenges, and Successes 
Three successful entrepreneurs will talk about innovation and 
independence as well as the challenges and joys of building their own 
enterprise. The women will share stories, discuss their inspirations, and 
offer straight talk about the challenges of being a woman entrepreneur.  
What does it take to be successful? Is it harder to achieve success for 
a woman than a man? While an accomplished entrepreneur needs 
particular qualities, each panelist will bring her own view and story to 
this lively conversation that will encourage audience participation.
 

Judy Rosemarin, the panel moderator, has a 
master’s in counseling and a master’s in social work, 
and is an executive coach, founder of Sense-Able 
Strategies, Inc., and co-author of Becoming an 
Exceptional Executive Coach. She taught at  
New York University and Baruch College (NY),  
and was the original CareerPlus columnist for the 
New York Post. 

Georgia Court, panelist, is the Owner of Bookstore1 
in Sarasota. Georgia believes success comes from 
picking the best people, managing relationships 
well, and being kind and generous.
 

Eileen Hampshire, panelist, is the Owner of Art to 
Walk On which is celebrating its 30th anniversary 
this year in Sarasota. Eileen is a strong believer in 
women taking themselves seriously.

April Glasco Jones, panelist, is the CEO of 
Second Chance Last Opportunity, a nonprofit that 
helps empower individuals in crisis by providing 
them with essential skills to manage their lives 
productively. April believes that part of success is 
enjoying what you do.

APRIL 11 
The Film Industry Through Women’s Eyes 
This session will address the history of a successful 20-year women’s 
film festival, including the range of topics covered over the past two 
decades. A panel of women involved in filmmaking will discuss the 
hurdles they faced over the years. One of the panelists, via video, will be 
Amy Adrion, director and producer. We will view a portion of her film, Half 
the Picture, which premiered at Sundance in 2018. It is a documentary 
of women directors candidly talking about their experiences in the film 
and television world. Through this glimpse of the industry, we will learn 
how film, seen “through women’s eyes,” has provided a new depth and 
perspective of the world.
 

Terry Brackett was the director of Through Women’s 
Eyes International Film Festival for nine years and 
is currently on its advisory board. She is a retired 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission attorney, has 
done volunteer work on issues impacting women, 
is a member of the board of the U.S. National 
Committee for U.N. Women, and is on advisory 
boards of the Asolo Repertory Theatre and WUSF 
Public Radio.

Amy Adrion is a director and writer whose work 
has screened at the Sundance, SXSW, Tribeca and 
Los Angeles Film Festivals, been broadcast on PBS 
and MTV, and won numerous awards including a 
Directors Guild of America (DGA) Student Film 
Award and the Impact Award at the Sarasota Film 

Festival / Through Women’s Eyes Film Festival. Amy is a graduate of the 
MFA Film Directing program at UCLA, with an undergraduate degree in 
Literature and Theology from Georgetown University.  

 
APRIL 18 
My Journey as a Woman in Science: A Career Filled 
with Opportunities and Challenges  
Dr. Kevan Main has worked in the field of aquaculture for over 30 years. 
Her presentation will address the challenges and opportunities that 
resulted in her becoming Director of the USDA Regional Aquaculture 
Center, President of the World Aquaculture Society, and Research 
Director at Mote Marine Laboratory. Highlights from her scientific career 
will include experiences as a teacher, researcher, science advisor and 
coordinator, public speaker, manager, fundraiser, and mentor—all with 
a focus on expanding sustainable aquaculture around the world.  These 
activities were accomplished along with a focus on her most important 
job—being a wife and mother of two children. 
 

Dr. Kevan Main is a Senior Scientist and Director of 
Mote Marine Laboratory’s Aquaculture Research Park, 
where she is developing biotechnological tools and 
sustainable farming technologies. In 2016, Dr. Main 
was recognized as a “White House Champion of 
Change for Sustainable Seafood,” and was inducted 
as a Fellow of the World Aquaculture Society. 
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MAY 2 
Women in the Media: Journalists Share Their Stories  
Despite facing discrimination, women were active journalists even before 
the 1890s. Nelly Bly, who died in 1922, was an American journalist who 
faked insanity to study a mental institution from within. Decades later, 
Martha Gellhorn was considered one of the greatest war correspondents 
of the 20th century. However, with rare exceptions, until the latter half of 
the 20th century, women journalists were generally limited to covering 
topics like fashion and cooking. But overcoming significant obstacles, 
women today are prominent journalists covering every aspect of society, 
politics, science, and more. This session is a conversation with three 
distinguished journalists from print media, television, and radio. They will 
share their professional experiences, focusing on the realities of being a 
woman journalist today. 
 

Mary Braxton-Joseph, an Emmy award-winning 
journalist and media consultant, has worked in print, 
radio, and television. Upon graduating from college, 
she was selected to participate in the Management 
Training Program at WJLA-TV 7, the ABC Network 
affiliate in Washington, DC, and was subsequently 
promoted to Editorial Director—the first woman  
in the company’s history to hold that position.  
She then was the on-air voice of the station’s 
editorials. Mary became the Manager of Community 
Affairs and Editorials and handled the station’s 
corporate philanthropy. 

 
Chris Serio Martin, Communications Director for UN 
Women, Gulf Coast Chapter, was an award-winning 
journalist in Elkhart (IN). She has written for local 
publications on compelling social issues and has 
taught writing at the Out-of-Door Academy and to 
victims of human trafficking at Selah Freedom. 

 
Sheila Rue is the Program Director at WUSF Public 
Media, encompassing both its NPR and classical 
music stations. She has a rich history of radio station 
programming and on-air broadcasting across the 
country, including having guest-hosted Morning 
Edition and All Things Considered, both popular NPR 
news and commentary programs. 

MAY 9 
Inspiring Girls Through the Power of Sports 
Want to know how many women watched the Super Bowl last year,  
or perhaps you’re curious about who was the first female to run the 
Boston Marathon? You’ll learn these answers and more in a lively 
discussion about the power of sports and how sports impact our lives 
and the future of girls. Christina Unkel and Beth Green will highlight  
dynamic women athletes, coaches, and executives who blazed the trail 
to empower the next generation to pick up a bat, ball, or take that sprint. 
Learn about the Women’s Sports Museum in Sarasota and the platform it 
is taking to honor and celebrate the past and present and inspire 
the future.
 

Beth Green is a financial advisor with Morgan 
Stanley and holds a bachelor’s from Wittenberg 
University (OH) and an MBA from Georgia State 
University. Her passion for sports encompasses 
basketball, volleyball, lacrosse as well as tennis and 
adventure sports. She is President of the Women’s 
Sports Museum in Sarasota.  

 
Christina Unkel is an attorney whose practice, 
among other areas, includes sports law. She holds 
a bachelor’s from Palm Beach Atlantic University, a 
J.D. from Stetson College of Law, and an MBA from 
Stetson University. She is a member of the U.S. 
Soccer Foundation and FIFA and is a soccer referee. 

 
MAY 16 
Women Civic Intellectuals in Latin America  
From Readers to Writers to Policymaker 
This presentation narrates the story of women during the nation-building 
period in the Caribbean and Latin America, focusing on Cuba and 
Argentina. Traditionally, the concept of  “civic intellectuals,” writers who 
did not make a distinction between their literary and civic-political work, 
has been exclusively associated with men due to their work in the  
nation-building process during the 19th century. Sonia Labrador-
Rodriguez contends that women who founded newspapers, supported 
them, and who wrote and published their work, were also part of 
the creation of a national discourse. Their work paved the road for 
contemporary activist women like the “Mothers of Plaza de Mayo” in 
Argentina and “Ladies (dressed) in White” in Cuba.

Sonia Labrador-Rodríguez is an associate professor 
in the Division of Humanities at New College 
of Florida. She teaches Spanish language and 
Caribbean and Latin-American literature.  
She directed the Cubano-American Community 
Project 2016-2017. Her area of research includes race 
and national discourses in the Spanish Caribbean 
and literature written by Cuban slaves. 
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MAY 30 
Listening to Our Mothers: Mary Shelley’s Maternal Ghost 
Virginia Woolf once wrote that “If we are women, we think back 
through our mothers.” Mary Shelley, the teen author of Frankenstein, 
is one of our mothers. Named for her mother, Mary grew up knowing 
that her birth caused her mother’s death. She was the daughter of 
Mary Wollstonecraft, defender of the “rights of women” and the 
philosopher William Godwin. Mary’s childhood home was filled with 
prominent scientists, philosophers, and writers—but no mother. She 
sought her mother through reading her books…as we seek ourselves 
through the writings of women.
 

Miriam L. Wallace is a professor of English 
and Gender Studies at New College of Florida 
and Chair of Division of Humanities. She is the 
author of “Revolutionary Subjects in the English 
Jacobin Novel” and a special issue of Publication 
of Modern Language on “Emotions.” She teaches 
courses including Revolution and Romanticism, 
Rhetoric in Action: Law and Literature, and 
Feminist Theory: Conceiving Women. 

MAY 23
Inherently Strong: The Role of Female Biologists  
in Facing Global Biodiversity Challenges 
Conservation biology has been a male-dominated field since its inception, 
but female scientists have made, important lasting contributions in recent 
decades. In this talk, Dr. Emily Saarinen will discuss her own work and 
that of other women on the front lines of conservation, including the 
challenges regularly faced as women doing fieldwork, museum research, 
and laboratory studies. Some of the strengths that women scientists 
contribute to this discipline are multi-tasking, problem-solving, and clear 
communication—skills that we encourage in the new group of scientists 
we are training.

Dr. Emily Saarinen is an endangered species 
biologist and has conducted research on butterflies 
throughout the U.S. and as a Fulbright Fellow 
to Malaysia. She leads a conservation genetics 
laboratory and teaches at New College of Florida, 
where she is an associate professor and Co-director 
of the Environmental Studies Program.  




